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could be made more effective with a little ingenuity. Far
from attempting to improve them, however, they are con-
tent to copy blindly the bows of their forefathers. Some
tribes of Nigeria used to string their bows by the frontal
method, which involves a notch in the end. They have
now adopted the methods used by certain neighbouring
tribes, but still make the notch, though without knowing
why (L. S. B. Leakey;, loc. cit., p. 263). The Kois of the
Godavery used to poison their arrows till the British Govern-
ment forbade the practice. They have now lost all memory
of the poison, but still make the poison grooves in their
arrow-heads (J. Hornell, in J.R.A./., 1924, p. 335). Many
savages feather the arrows, but seem not to know the reason
for doing this. The last Indian hunter in California did
not know that the arrow revolved in its flight (C. Wissler,
Man and Culture, p. 293). Skeat found that the Semang
of Malaya fixed their feathers in such a way that they
produced only the slightest effect upon the flight of the
arrow, and questioned whether it was not 'the mutilated
survival of more intelligent methods' (Skeat and Blagdon,
Pagan Tribes of the Malay Peninsula^ vol. i, p. 275).
The case, then, against the popular belief that the bow is
the kind of thing which any savage might think of, and which
many savages all over the world have thought of, is based in
the first place on the fact that the bow is a higJJy complex
device which would require many steps and much time to
bring it to a stage in which it would be of any practical
use. Secondly, the various types of bow and methods of its
use are distributed over the world in such a way as to suggest
that it was diffused from some one centre, probably in East
Central Asia. Thirdly, there are many savages who do not
know the bow, and many others who know it, but have
ceased to make any practical use of it. Fourthly, no savage
is known to have made any experiment or other attempt to
improve the bow, and savage bows are made in Hind

